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as they were to the last extremity. In this condition to see an enemy's fleet give way to another with reinfoi cements irora. England, the sea at the same instant co\ ei ed with little vessels, crowded with gieater succours, what was theie wanting to complete the glorious scene, but what the general had projected, a fight at sea, under the very walls of the invested city, and the ships of the enemy sinking, or towed in by the victorious English ' But night, and a few hours, defeated the latter part of that well-intended landscape
King Philip, and the Mareschal of France, had not failed to push on the siege with all imaginable -vigour, but tint* retreat of the Count de Tholouse, and the news of those reinforcements, soon changed the scene Their couiage without was abated proportioiiably, as theiis within was elated In these circumstances, a council of war being called, it was unanimously resolved to raise the siege Accordingly, next morning, the first of May, 1706, while the sun was under a total eclipse, in a suitable huiry and confusion, they bioke up, leaving behind them most of their cannon and moitars, togethei with vast quantities of all sorts of ammunition and provisions, scarce stopping to look back till they had left all but the very verge of the disputed dominion behind them
King Charles looked with new pleasui e upon this lucky effort of his old deliverers Captivity is a state no way desirable to persons however brave, ot the most private station in life. but for a king, within two days of falling into the hands of his nval, to receive so seasonable and unexpected a deliverance, must be supposed, as it really did, to open a scene to universal rejoicing among us, too high for any woids to express, or any thoughts to imagine, to those that were not present and partakers of it He forthwith gave orders foi a medal to be struck suitable to the occasion , one of which, set round with diamonds, he presented to Sn John Leake, the English admiral. The next orders were for recasting all the damaged brass cannon which the enemy had left, upon every one of which was, by order, a sun eclipsed, with this motto under it: Magna parvts obscurantur
I have often wondered that I nevei heard anybody curious enough to inquire what could be the motives to the King of Spain's quitting his dominions upon the raising of this siege, very certain it is, that he had a fine army, under the command of a mareschal of Fiance, not veiy consideiably de-